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RAV S.R. HIRSCH AL HATORAH .3
it kindly had Ya’akov and his family left and emigrated from Egypt. So,
too, the transfer of Ya'akov’s remains to Canaan would not make a good
impression; it would clearly show that Yosef’s family still did not con-
sider themselves citizens of the land, and that they were still emotionally
attached to their former country.

But the motivation for Ya'akov’s request may be more profound than
that. During the seventeen years that he lived in Egypt, Ya'akov surely
must have noted the powerful influence of 72 mxn (see above, 47:27) on
his descendants; he must have seen that they had begun to regard the
Nile as their Jordan, that they had ceased to regard their stay in Egypt as
an exile. This was indeed sufficient reason for Ya’akov’s solemn entreaty
that they should not bury him in Egypt, but should carry him to their
true homeland. It was sufficient reason for him to say to them: “You may
hope and wish to live in Egypt, but 1 do not even want to be buried there.”
This is why he expressed his request not as “Ya'akov,” from a private and
personal standpoint, but as “Yisrael,” as bearer of the national destiny,
as a warning for the national future of his children.




